Petition for Exemption 14 CFR § 11.81(b)

Bart Bedsole
4105 Harry
Corpus Christi, TX
78411
361-774-6145
bartbedsole@hotmail.com

Extent And Reason For Relief:
I am a news anchor and reporter for a local television station in Corpus Christi, Texas.  I am seeking an exemption to allow me to fly a DJI Phantom 2 Vision + quadcopter in the coverage of local news issues and events.  We are too small to be able to afford a helicopter, so we are currently unable to supplement our stories on topics including floods, fires, or fundraisers with aerial images that would help our viewers to better understand the stories we present.  A camera-equipped UAS would provide that at a minimal expense and avoid putting any employees at risk of harm through the normal course of flight.  The extent of my exemption would be in the course of my professional duties only as a news reporter in Corpus Christi or any other city where I believe the use of a camera-equipped UAS would be beneficial, and where I am familiar with the basic geography and airport vicinities.

How My Request Would Benefit The Public:
The Freedom of the Press is a longstanding pillar of our democracy.  Journalists strive to not only inform the public of the day's events, but also serve as watchdogs of our communities, questioning and exposing actions by both public and private entities.  I believe any tools and resources that assist in bringing the most accurate and inclusive stories possible to our viewers is in the public interest.

Reasons Why The Exemption Would Not Adversely Affect Safety:
I do not plan to fly my UAS above 400 feet.  I do not plan to fly it dangerously close to airports.  I do not plan to allow it to leave my sight while in flight.  The DJI Phantom 2 Vision + allows a pilot to constantly monitor the battery life remotely, so a pilot has plenty of time to find a safe landing place and avoid having the UAS descend suddenly and rapidly into a crowd or moving traffic.  This particular UAS also allows the pilot to constantly monitor a video feed the quadcopter's onboard camera, to assist with assessing its precise height, location, and orientation at all times.  I am familiar with these systems and also the basic flight maneuvers, and always make safety a top priority when flying my UAS.

Summary That Can Be Published In The Federal Registry:
A petition for Exemption 14 CFR § 11.81(b) by Bart Bedsole, a news reporter in Corpus Christi, Texas, to fly a DJI Phantom 2 Vision + in the course of normal newsgathering operations.

Additional Information And Arguments:
I believe the commercial use of UAVs actually stands to benefit individuals and smaller companies considerably more than the larger ones who might be able to afford other options, so I would hope that the FAA considers my petition the same as any other, and I hope the FAA is just as willing to grant exemptions to any "little guy" who can demostrate the need for a UAV and the proficiency for operating one responsibly.  I have logged many hours of recreational flying time, and I believe I have earned the right to be considered for an exemption.


Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Bart Bedsole



