Tod Stinson d.b.a.Jan. 21, 2015
Open Trail Video WorX
(Pilot Reel Media)
5844 49th St. #1
Lubbock, TX. 79424

to

Regulating Body
FDOT
FAA

Dear Sirs,

I, Tod Stinson, hereby formally petition for an Exemption , or Issue of 
Certificate of Waiver for Motion Picture and Television Filming, from Part 21; and 
45.23(b); 61.113(a) & (b); 91.7(a); 91.9(b)(2); 91.103(b); 91.109; 91.119; 91.121, 91.151(a); 91.203(a) & (b); 91.405(a); 91.407(a)(1); 91.409(a)(2); and 91.417(a) & (b) of 
Title 14, Code of Federal Regulations, for our: 

dji Phantom 2 S/N :PH645341813MODEL: P330Z

dji Phantom 2 Vision + S/N : PH654198394MODEL: PV331 

Video and Photography Quad Copters for commercial use in the capture of media both for sale and promotion of our video firm. I am not a recreational UAS pilot but have used aerial photo & video capture to enhance the production value of our social video documentaries and marketing media when possible. Once I was made aware of the rules and regulations regarding UAS, I contacted the local Aviation Safety Inspector (Louis Hilliard) who has been most helpful in assisting me to become compliant and request the necessary exemptions so I can continue to use the valuable tools.

Although I am not a professionally trained (UAS) pilot, I have been piloting craft of this type and the 2 craft listed above for nearly two and a half years without incident and I have always used the dji products because their products incorporate firmware to prevent conflict with (NAS) and GPS no fly zones designated by your office. In addition to pilot override in these areas both my quads have the latest safety feature like GPS return to home, flight parameters limitations and real time flight data to assist the pilot to fly safe. I have read all safety and pilot training material provided at the time of purchase FOB and or available on there website, reviewed their tutorials thoroughly.

My current pre flight safety inspection is as follows: 

Consult the restricted areas map to see if the area I will be flying will conflict with NAS.
Inspect the area of flight and look for areas where safety of persons or property could be at risk and plan a flight path to safely achieve media objectives.
I check the condition and charge fully all batteries that will be used.
I inspect all propellers for cracks or defects that may cause sudden loss of control.
I check the movement of all motors.
Upon power up I verify avionic systems and light indicators are working and Wi-Fi link is established to the craft.
I wait until indicators show that the system has adequate GPS contacts to enable safety features to function correctly.
I test the remotes connection to the craft with left/right control stick and observe gimbal movement.
If a spotter is employed (flights above 100 feet), that person is now alerted to take off.
Power is idle up for 30 sec. to 1 minute to establish motor warm up prior to take off.

Monthly:

I test the return to home and control regain feature in as controlled an environment as possible and practice emergency and aerobatic maneuvers to maintain a fresh level of familiarity and skill in various conditions as a operator/pilot.

Check and install all available firmware updates from dji support. 


In addition to flight safety I will contract all commercial flights to have evidence of permission to conduct aerial UAS activity over personal property and maintain this documentation with overall video work order file and contract.

It is my assertion that by following these flight and pre-flight protocols; using good and conscientious judgement while piloting; the size and weight of the UAS craft; the avionic controllers built in (No-Fly Protection) and return to home feature; Non combustible fuel propellant power system; level of experience this operator has with this particular (UAS) craft / platform, my business represent to the ideal user/operator of these devices and granting me exemption would benefit the general public from the generation of affordable marketing and entertainment media that includes aerial elements, while imposing little to no risk to the (NAS) and general public.

Thank You, for your consideration.

Tod Stinson
OTVWX
Open Trail Video WorX
(Pilot Reel Media)

UAS Craft and Pilot Safety Manuals Attached. 

Pilot Training Guide : http://download.dji-innovations.com/downloads/phantom-2-vision/en/Phantom_2_Vision_Pilot_Training_Guide_en.pdf
