Jan 16, 2015

Summary:

Petition for exemption from 14 CFR 91.313 (a) (1) 
For AG-CAT MODEL G-164A N8555H Serial # 1405 for the purpose of allowing the renewal the Letter of Authorization to tow banners.

Background:

This aircraft was built by Schweizer Aircraft Corp and delivered to Grumman Aircraft Corp Jan 23, 1975. In due course it was sold to Rosie OGradys of Orlando in Feb 1984.

A Special Airworthiness Certificate for the Purpose of banner tow was issued by SO FSDO 64 April 20, 1984

May 28,1984 a banner tow release system was installed as per Grumman Aircraft Engineering Corporation Optional Equipment drawings A-1822, 
A-1823, A-1825 and was test flown and found to be safe.

August 1985 a Schweizer 10112 Series tow release assembly was installed in accordance with the above Grumman approved drawings.

I purchased this airplane Oct 15, 2007. Flew it to Reno, NV. And was reissued a Special Airworthiness Certificate for the purpose of Aerial Advertising / Banner Towing from the Reno FSDO and issued a Letter of Authorization to tow banners. 

(N8555H has a Special Airworthiness Certificate for the purpose of Aerial Advertising / Banner Towing) 

This airplane has been towing banners with FAA approval since 1984.

Problem:

My request for a renewal of Letter of Authorization for banner towing in the Reno area was denied by Reno FSDO citing the original Type Certificate wherein the box for Aerial Advertising was not checked and so did not meet CFR 91.313(a) (1) regulations.

It is my belief that not checking the Aerial advertising box was an oversight by Grumman Aircraft Corp; my belief is based on the fact that they produced a banner tow system as optional equipment with drawings (above) for installation.

Petition for Exemption:

I request an exemption from Federal Aviation Regulation 14 CFR 91.313(a) (1) for the following reasons.

Safety:

Even though this aircraft cannot meet the present regulatory requirements of 14 CFR 91.313 (a) (1) an exemption would have no adverse effect on the equivalent level of safety; would not degrade safety and would operate just as if it were in regulatory compliance.

Given, that the purpose of CFR 91.313 is safety and that this aircraft was originally certified for Agricultural and pest control and that the engineering and rigor of testing for Agricultural is high and more than meets any standard that would have been required for banner towing.

Further, the fact that this airplane has been towing banners for 30 years;
with thousands of hours towing banners without any problems is evidence of its capability and safety. 

The Grumman Ag Cat is far from marginal for banner towing purposes as evidenced in part by the FAA approving their use in acrobatics. 

Far less capable aircraft have been approved for banner towing. 

A Cessna 172 with174sq ft of wing area and 180 horsepower has towed banners in this area is said by its pilot to be marginal. 
(name upon request)

N8555H is uniquely qualified for towing banners in the high altitude mountains where we operate. Its 600 horsepower engine and 328sq ft of wing area gives a margin of safety not provided by other aircraft in other categories that have been approved for towing banners.

In the design, as certified, the maximum hopper capacity for N8555H is 2,000 lbs. This gives us an additional margin of safety as we are better able to pick up a banner and maintain altitude in our environment without that weight.

There have been no accidents while banner towing that has been attributed to the design of the Grumman Ag Cat.

Public Interest:

It is well established that the public benefits from business competition which results in lower consumer prices. Aerial Advertising allows small and midsized businesses to compete with large companies and their big budget TV campaigns. The Ag Cat is better able to provide that service in this area.

CFR 21.25 (a) States in part: An applicant is entitled to a type certificate in the restricted category for special purpose operations 

Paragraph (b) For the purposes of this section, special purpose operations includes (6) Aerial advertising (skywriting, banner towing 

(emphasis added)

I request an exemption from 14 CFR 91.313(a) (1) because the Aerial advertising box was not checked on the original Type Certificate application by Grumman Aircraft.

Conclusion: I am not a man of letters and I have received no professional help in preparing this petition. Therefore, if I have made any errors or omissions that would disqualify this request I ask that you allow me to amend this petition to your satisfaction.

Respectfully, Timothy Fitzpatrick Sr.

1270 N. McCarran Blvd.
Reno, Nevada
89512-4070

Cell Phone 775-225-1913

Email: fitz1138@aol.com
