Petition for Exemption Filed under Section 333 of the FAA Reform Act and Part 11 of the Aviation Regulations.

Pursuant to Section 333 of the FAA Modernization and Reform Act of 2012 (the Reform Act) and 14 C.F.R. Part 11, Cine Copter LLC, a Maryland limited liability company, hereby applies for an exemption from the listed Federal Aviation Regulations (FARs) to allow it to operate a small Unmanned Aircraft System (sUAS) under the conditions and limitations set forth in this Petition. The areas of aerial filming production include, but are not limited to, television commercials, feature films, corporate industrial videos and documentaries.

I am a partner in a production company that has been in business since 2004 and I have worked in the film and video production industry since 1990. During that time I have filled the role of Director, Producer and Assistant Director. As an Assistant Director I was responsible for control of the film set for many projects that involved full-size helicopters where I had to institute safety protocols in conduction with the pilots and the film crew. In addition I worked on stunt or 2nd Units where we routinely engaged in car to car, air to car and other high risk situations. I mention this because I have extensive experience in dealing with situations that involve filming where safety is a priority.

In 2012 I purchased an eight rotor UAV with complete flight controls (GPS, return to home function, motor failure compensation) and a three axis gimbal. 

*The air frame is a Droidworx Skyjib 8 which is one of the most popular multi rotor frames made 

*Flight controls are DJI A2 which is the evolution of the Naza controller that has been in service for several years and used on thousands of multi rotors 

*Flight radio is a Futaba 14SG and the gimbal radio is a Spektrum 8. 

*Installed is a video downlink for the "film" camera which a Panasonic GH4 and also a pilot FPV video signal for forward view of the craft. 

*Aircraft weight is approximately 24 lbs with a Panasonic GH4 mounted on the gimbal. 

*Top speed is about 43 knots. 

*It has eight fixed-pitch rotors 

*It is powered by two 10,000mAh lithium polymer batteries. 

*Average flight time is eleven minutes before batteries must be changed.

This is the same system that Aerial Mob uses and similar to several other aerial drone companies, several of which were granted exemptions. 

Flying my craft requires a pilot, gimbal/camera operator and a third person to charge and run batteries. I have two pilots in addition to myself that I call on for flying that have a combined ten plus years of flying RC 3D helicopters and RC multi rotors.

I wish to obtain an exemption so I can film aerials for my film and television projects as well as select contracted aerial projects. Granting me an exemption would be in the public interest because I am a partner in an established production company that has a demand for aerial filming. Fulfilling this demand will add tremendous production value to projects and enable me to broaden the types of filmed projects I can offer. I will employ two to three additional people per day of aerial filming and in the case of distant location shoots I will spend more on hotels, food and travel if the aerial crew is included. It is also an vitally important source of revenue to me and my crew.

Pre flight routine includes GPS calibration before first flight of each day which involves two distinct procedures to ensure triangulation with satellites. Batteries are tested for voltage before flying, props are inspected for flaws or chips prior to installation and the flight path is discussed and examined before takeoff.

With my background in feature films and television and the skilled pilots that work with me, safety is always the number one priority. I've been earning a living ensuring film sets work safely, efficiently and without incident for over twenty four years and with the addition of a UAV I will continue that commitment to safety. 

Respectfully submitted,
Glenn Dreher

Cine Copter, LLC
3500 Parkdale Ave.
Building 1, Suite 12, Box A-32
Baltimore, MD 21211
