Petition for Exemption 14 CFR 11.81

18 January, 2015

Dave Marshall 
Elk Ridge Ranch LLC
9478 Lodge Lane
Shoals, Indiana 47581
812-709-0827
elkridgeranch@yahoo.com
lctdave@aol.com

Specific Exemption Sections 

1.45.23(b)-
2.61.113(a) & (b);
3.91.7(a)-
4.91.9(b)(2)-
5.91.119-
6.91.121-
7.91.151(a)-
8.91.203(a) & (b)-
9.91.405(a)(1)-
10.91.407(a)(1)191.409(a)(2)-
11.91.417(a) & (b)- of Title 14, Code of Federal Regulations 

Relief Sought:

The extent of relief sought will allow for the operation of video tourism and real estate unmanned aerial system (UAS) business in the state of Indiana.

The exemptions requested in this petition allows for Dave Marshall/Elk Ridge LLC to operation the PHANTOM 2 Vision+ quad-copter unmanned aircraft system (UAS) to conduct aerial videography and cinematography to enhance local tourism in the southern Indiana region.

In May 2015 of this year the senior PGA will be held in our home of French Lick Indiana. 250,000 people are expected to attend or 50,000 per day. I would like the opportunity to be allowed to cover this historic golf event with the phantom UAS after obtaining the appropriate credentials from the PGA tour. 

The 2015 senior PGA tournament will take place French Lick, Indiana in May. Over 250,00 people are expected to attend thus, a great opportunity to cover the event pending approval from the FAA.

French Lick has evolved in to a popular tourist destination with numerous thriving new business ventures and tourist attractions with a focus on family friendly activities. This unmanned video will create awareness of how UAS are a solid and efficient marketing tool as well as putting a greater spotlight on French Lick, Indiana as a travel destination.

Additionally, approval will allow for the creation of community awareness about southern Indiana and its real estate opportunities for individuals unfamiliar with the geographical layout of French Lick and surrounding areas of southern Indiana.Creating footage for realtors to sell properties 
Resort and hotel owners and other commercial opportunities will benefit from the aerial video view provided
The UAS will be a great additional marketing tool capturing images like no other tool available until now due to the new technology

Community Benefits


UAS coverage for the annual senior PGA tournament will be a first time event for Indiana and potentially making UAS aviation and UAS history in southern Indiana. Covering the PGA may very well be a first time ever event for a UAS operation. 

UAS coverage offers a vantage point never seen before in the town of French Lick. Video footage from drones offer an aesthetic value that cannot be captured in any other medium. 

The end result will drive additional economic growth and revenues to businesses in French Lick. The project will help create new jobs and opportunities for local businesses in this budding tourism district.

Finally, economic progress in tourism drives the housing market. Succession in tourism marketing will prompt the housing market to grow in tandem. The Phantom UAS will give buyers a new tool to assist with their home search in not only a unique way but efficient as well. 

The public will gain a new interest and perspective in to the town of French Lick. 

Granting exemption will give many individuals and business owners access to this service at a cost significantly lower than using a helicopter, airplane or bucket truck. The relatively small size and lack of combustible fuel compared to larger manned aircraft, the Phantom poses no threat the public. Additionally the operation of the Phantom will minimize ecological damage and promote economic growth by providing information to companies looking to relocate or build in the French Lick and surrounding area. 

Reasons why the requested exemptions would not adversely affect safety

The petitioner is currently an ATP pilot and former airline pilot with a solid comprehension of airspace, weather, air and ground safety, emergency procedures, CRM and general aviation common sense. Nevertheless any and all rules and regulations given by the FAA will be followed completely given approval to operate said device. ATP rated pilot allows for a higher degree of safety and knowledge.

-------
-Please see the attachments that I have sent to the FAA- Attention:

Jake J Troutman
Program Analyst | Rulemaking
FAA Office of Aviation Safety
Airmen and Airspace Rules Division
-------

These attachments supporting my Petition for Exemption were sent to Mr Troutman via e-mail are: 
Pilot Resume
Personal Opinion on Commercial UAS operations
Copy of ATP pilot license, FAA Medical & Radio Operators Permit
Safety Measures
Specific exemptions explained (As I understand them)

Regards,

Dave Marshall
