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FAA Rule Making Exception Request

01/13/2014
To Whom It May Concern:

My name is James Keane and I am a licensed Private Pilot with a current 3rd  class medical.  I also run a small photography company (Airfoil Enterprises, Inc.), and would like to apply for an exception to the FAA rulemaking prohibiting the flight of unmanned aircraft for for-profit purposes.

I currently operate both a DJI Phantom Vision 2 Plus, a DJI Phantom Aspire, and other radio controlled fixed-wing aircraft and rotorcraft aircraft both as a hobby RC modeler and to experiment with video transmissions for hobby purposes.  I am seeking permission to do the same for-profit purposes.

History and Qualifications:

· I am an FAA Certified Private Pilot with Instrument and Seaplane ratings.  I am training for my commercial certificate as I submit this application

· Give the above I have an operational knowledge of the US airspace system, as well as aircraft traffic pattern knowledge garnered both from local knowledge as well as the ability to read published approaches for US airports

· I fully understand the risk of interfering in any way, shape, or form, with GA or passenger aircraft

· I hold a current FAA 3rd Class Medical

· I have been operating Certified and Experimental aircraft since 2001 without a single safety or mechanical incident or FAA infraction

· I have been designing, building, and operating model RC aircraft since 1981 without a single safety incident

· I hold a Mechanical Engineering Degree and have extensive testing and risk management experience in my profession as an engineer

· I have experimented extensively with home-made and over-the-counter purchased first person view (FPV) systems and understand their limitations and liabilities

How I Propose to Operate Unmanned Aircraft:
Types of Proposed operations

· I would like to operated unmanned aircraft for the purposes of aerial photography, survey, and potentially search and rescue

Accordance to Rules and Regulations:

· I would operate these in accordance with all other FAA rules and regulations, except that I seek exemption for the rule making which prohibits operation of radio controlled aircraft for for-profit purposes

Flight Paths:

· I would only operate line-of-sight

· I would never operate the aircraft over crowds or in any circumstance that should there be a mechanical malfunction the aircraft would land in a way that could cause harm to persons or property

· I would always operate below 400’

Required Crew:

· I personally would operate all flights, or train users with a minimum of a private pilot certificate

· The pilot of the aircraft will hold a valid 3rd class medical or operate under the Sport Pilot medical rules

· I would employ an aircraft spotter on each flight

Safety Precautions:

· I would use pre-flight checklists for any aircraft, including those which check the mechanical and electrical integrity of the aircraft before flight

· I would always operate with a ‘flight plan’, including one that predicts the required battery life for the flight and assures the departure takes place with the appropriately charged power supplies

· All flights beyond the immediate vicinity of the pilot would take place AFTER a thorough flight control check immediately prior to or after takeoff (as permitted by the unmanned aerial aircraft)

I am certainly open to other restrictions as deemed necessary by the FAA in order to assure safe flight.  I am also willing to work with the FAA in whatever way possible to:

· Serve as a test case for unmanned aerial commercial applications

· The development of standardized procedures for certifying aircraft and operators

Please reach out to me with any questions and thank you for your consideration.
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